12            GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

Revolution had been accomplished, the Germans, and
especially the German Socialists, did feel that at last
they had an answer to these unpleasant arguments*
which they had always resented* And, as it happened,
the course which the Revolution at first took allowed
them to make a quite particularly effective answer*
This the reader will find explained in the chapter which
I call The Bloodless Revolution.

The German Revolution gave the German nation
back its self-respect ; that was its great power* We
all know the monstrous and harmful dreams of world
empire in which the Germans were indulging before the
war* Many nations have indulged in such dreams*
Usually the result has been bad, because dreaming
nations lose sight of justice and common sense* But
behind much selfishness and folly and bitter cruelty there
lies a germ of something good ; most imperialisms have
started out to make the world " better "; a few of them
have done so* All nations, as they approach maturity,
develop a sense of " mission," just as all young men, as
they approach manhood, think themselves the finest
Bellows in the world* The Germans had before the war

i exaggerated sense of mission; for the sake of the

Drld it is not to be desired that they should entirely
.ose it*

In the following chapters I give some account of
certain selected aspects of the early part of the German
Revolution, November, 1918, to March, 1919* It is a